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Education Policy Papers and Articles Authored or Co-Authored1 By Elliot Regenstein2 

Books 

Regenstein, Readiness: Preparing State Early Childhood Systems for a Brighter Future, Harvard Education Press, 

February 2026 

Regenstein, Education Restated: Getting Policy Right on Accountability, Teacher Pay, and School Choice, Rowman & 

Littlefield, August 2022 

Book Chapters  

Regenstein, How Early Childhood Uses Social and Emotional Learning, in What it Will Take for Social and Emotional 

Learning to Succeed, edited by Frederick M. Hess and RJ Martin, American Enterprise Institute, 2020 

Regenstein, Marable, and Britten, Starting at Five is Too Late: Early Childhood Education and Upward Mobility in 

Education for Upward Mobility, edited by Michael J. Petrilli, Rowman & Littlefield, 2016 

Regenstein, Glancing at Governance: The Contemporary Landscape, in Early Childhood Governance: Choices and 

Consequences, edited by Sharon Lynn Kagan and Rebecca E. Gomez, Teachers College Press, 2015 

Papers 

Regenstein, Johnson, and Zipp-Seng, St. Mary Catholic Parish in Littleton et al. v. Roy: A Guide for State Early 

Childhood System Leaders (and anyone else interested), Foresight Law + Policy, May 1, 2026 

Easton, Magro, Regenstein, and Sabol with Rauner, Steans, and Pellegrino, A Close Look at the Kindergarten 

Individual Development Survey (KIDS), Northwestern University Early Childhood Research Alliance of Chicago, 

February 2026 

Chatman and Regenstein, How the Supreme Court’s New Approach to Administrative Law Might Influence Federal Data 

Privacy Policy, Foresight Law + Policy, May 15, 2025 

Regenstein, Five Ways to Support Effective Data and Research Use in Early Learning, American Enterprise Institute, 

January 30, 2023 

Regenstein, State Boards and the Governance of Early Childhood Education, The State Education Standard, January 

2023 

Regenstein, The Importance of Modernizing Technology in Developing Early Childhood Integrated Data Systems, Foresight 

Law + Policy, June 2022 

Regenstein, Building a Coherent P-12 Education System in California, Foresight Law + Policy, February 2021 

 
1 This listing includes only credited publications; other writing work includes serving on the writing team for the 
California Comprehensive Early Learning Plan (2011) and the Illinois “Burnham 2.0” education plan (2010), neither of 
which listed any individual authors. 
2 Foresight Law + Policy, January 2018-present; Ounce of Prevention Fund, September 2012-December 2017; 
EducationCounsel, April 2008-September 2012; Holland & Knight, August 2006-April 2008 

https://hep.gse.harvard.edu/9798895570487/readiness/#generate-pdf
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781475865905/Education-Restated-Getting-Policy-Right-on-Accountability-Teacher-Pay-and-School-Choice
https://www.aei.org/social-and-emotional-learning/
https://www.aei.org/social-and-emotional-learning/
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781475819755/Education-for-Upward-Mobility
http://store.tcpress.com/080775630X.shtml
http://store.tcpress.com/080775630X.shtml
https://www.flpadvisors.com/uploads/4/2/4/2/42429949/st._mary_v._roy_paper.050126.final.pdf
https://www.flpadvisors.com/uploads/4/2/4/2/42429949/st._mary_v._roy_paper.050126.final.pdf
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/657b4156a00cf027929f4395/698cb29a929688a88176b713_KIDS%20Report%20Reduced%20Size%202.5.26.pdf
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/657b4156a00cf027929f4395/698cb29a929688a88176b713_KIDS%20Report%20Reduced%20Size%202.5.26.pdf
https://www.flpadvisors.com/uploads/4/2/4/2/42429949/loper_bright_analysis.final.051525.pdf
https://www.flpadvisors.com/uploads/4/2/4/2/42429949/loper_bright_analysis.final.051525.pdf
https://www.aei.org/research-products/report/five-ways-to-support-effective-data-and-research-use-in-early-learning/
https://www.nasbe.org/state-boards-and-the-governance-of-early-childhood-education/?fbclid=IwAR2NkutPaO6a4iG9Sewf15aqIKO20Jic4Ta1T0-qIhjY4KelvVXsp96m5As
https://www.flpadvisors.com/uploads/4/2/4/2/42429949/f_flp_importancemodernizingtechdevelopingecintegrateddatasystems_21june2022.pdf
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Regenstein and Strausz-Clark, Improving Parent Choice in Early Learning, American Enterprise Institute, January 

2021 

Gentzel with Leichty, Regenstein, and Starzynski, Equipping School Boards to Be Engines of Innovation in Education 

During the Pandemic and Beyond, Foresight Law + Policy, October 2020 

Regenstein, Early Childhood Governance: Getting There from Here, Foresight Law + Policy, June 2020 

Data Quality Campaign, Early Childhood Data: Responding to COVID-19 and Building for the Future, June 2020 

Regenstein, How Early Childhood Education Uses Social and Emotional Learning, American Enterprise Institute, 

December 2019 

Regenstein, Leveraging ESSA Plans in Preschool Development Grant Implementation, Council of Chief State School 

Officers, July 2019  

Regenstein, Why the K-12 World Hasn’t Embraced Early Learning, Foresight Law + Policy, February 2019  

Regenstein, Boer, and Zavitkovsky, Establishing Achievable Goals, Advance Illinois, Foresight Law + Policy, and 

the University of Illinois-Chicago Center for Urban Education Leadership, December 14, 2018 

Regenstein, An Unofficial Guide to the Why and How of State Early Childhood Data Systems, Ounce Policy 

Conversations, August 22, 2017  

Regenstein, Connors, Romero-Jurado, and Weiner, Uses and Misuses of Kindergarten Readiness Assessment Results, 

Ounce Policy Conversations, February 22, 2017 

Regenstein, Connors, and Romero-Jurado, Valuing the Early Years in State Accountability Systems Under the Every 

Student Succeeds Act, Ounce Policy Conversations, February 16, 2016  

Regenstein, Marable, and Britten, Unlocking the Potential of Children before Kindergarten Entry, Education for 

Upward Mobility Conference Working Paper, Thomas B. Fordham Institute, December 2, 2014  

Regenstein and Romero-Jurado, Changing the Metrics of Turnaround to Encourage Early Learning Strategies, Ounce 

Policy Conversations, September 22, 2014 

Regenstein and Romero-Jurado, A Framework for Rethinking State Education Accountability and Support from Birth 

through High School, Ounce Policy Conversations, June 3, 2014  

Regenstein, Considering a Multistate Approach to Early Learning Standards, Ounce Policy Conversations, August 5, 

2013  

Regenstein and Lipper, A Framework for Choosing a State-Level Early Childhood Governance System, Build Initiative, 

May 2013  

Regenstein and Hubbard, Early Learning at the Turbulent Dusk of the Pangloss Era, Ounce Policy Conversations, 

April 9, 2013 

Murphy and Regenstein with McNamara, Putting a Price Tag on the Common Core: How Much Will Smart 

Implementation Cost?, Fordham Institute, May 2012  

https://www.aei.org/research-products/report/improving-parent-choice-in-early-learning/
https://www.flpadvisors.com/uploads/4/2/4/2/42429949/f_flp_gentzel_localinnovation_paper_oct2020.pdf
https://www.flpadvisors.com/uploads/4/2/4/2/42429949/f_flp_gentzel_localinnovation_paper_oct2020.pdf
https://www.flpadvisors.com/uploads/4/2/4/2/42429949/flp_gettingtherefromhere_061120.pdf
https://dataqualitycampaign.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/DQC-FPL_Early-Childhood-Data-Systems_Responding-to-COVID-and-Building-for-the-Future.pdf
https://www.aei.org/research-products/report/how-early-childhood-education-uses-social-and-emotional-learning
https://ccsso.org/resource-library/leveraging-essa-plans-preschool-development-grant-implementation
https://www.flpadvisors.com/uploads/4/2/4/2/42429949/why_the_k12_world_hasnt_embraced_early_learning.pdf_final.pdf
http://www.advanceillinois.org/publications/establishing-achievable-goals/
https://www.theounce.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/PolicyPaper_UnofficialGuide.pdf
https://www.theounce.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/PolicyConversationKRA2017.pdf
https://www.theounce.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Policy-Convo-05-Valuing-The-Early-Years-final.pdf
https://www.theounce.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Policy-Convo-05-Valuing-The-Early-Years-final.pdf
http://edex.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Regenstein%20Paper-KLM%20(1).pdf
https://www.theounce.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Policy-Convo-04-Turnaround.pdf
https://www.theounce.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Policy-Convo-03-Accountability.pdf
https://www.theounce.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Policy-Convo-03-Accountability.pdf
https://www.theounce.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Policy-Convo-02-Standards.pdf
https://buildinitiative.org/resource-library/a-framework-for-choosing-a-state-level-early-childhood-governance-system/
https://www.theounce.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Policy-Convo-01-Pangloss.pdf
http://edexcellence.net/publications/putting-a-price-tag-on-the-common-core.html
http://edexcellence.net/publications/putting-a-price-tag-on-the-common-core.html
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Goffin and Regenstein, Using Pre-K to Advance Education Reform: Opportunities for State Advisory Councils, Pre-K 

Now, October 2011  

Regenstein, Illinois: The New Leader in Education Reform?, Center for American Progress, July 13, 2011  

Hawley Miles and Baroody with Regenstein, Restructuring Resources for High-Performing Schools: A Primer for State 

Policymakers, Education Resource Strategies, June 7, 2011  

Regenstein and Goffin, How Early Childhood Advisory Councils Can Succeed in Gubernatorial Transitions, 

EducationCounsel EdBrief, September 7, 2010  

Regenstein, Early Learning in State Fiscal Stabilization Fund Commitments, EducationCounsel EdBrief, June 8, 

2009   

Regenstein, State Early Childhood Advisory Councils, Build Initiative, May 2008  

Articles 

Regenstein and Weiner, The Importance of Principals as Leaders in Early Childhood, in Reforming Principal Preparation 

at the State Level: Perspectives on Policy Reform From Illinois, edited by Erika Hunt, Alicia Haller, Lisa Hood, and 

Maureen Kincaid (book), Routledge, 2019. 

Regenstein, Connors, Romero-Jurado, and Weiner, Effective Kindergarten Readiness Assessments: Influencing Policy, 

Informing Instruction, and Creating Joyful Classrooms, NAEYC Spotlight on Young Children: Observation and 

Assessment, June 2018 

Regenstein, Connors, Romero-Jurado, and Weiner, Effective Kindergarten Readiness Assessments: Influencing Policy, 

Informing Instruction, and Creating Joyful Classrooms, Young Children, March 2018. 

Regenstein, Great Teaching in Early Childhood Education, in Illinois Kids Count 2015: Confronting Poverty, Creating 

Opportunity, Voices for Illinois Children, March 2015. 

Regenstein and Romero-Jurado, Accountability Should Span Early Ed. Through High School, Education Week, 

December 10, 2014. 

Regenstein, Stermer, and Wallen, Building a State Early Learning System, Children’s Legal Rights Journal 

(Loyola), Spring 2007   

Blog Posts 

Regenstein, How States Are Strengthening Their Early Childhood Systems, New America, February 9, 2026 

Regenstein, The science of reading starts at birth, Thomas B. Fordham Institute Flypaper Blog (Wonk-a-Thon 

entry), November 5, 2025 

Regenstein, Wyoming Considers Revamping Funding Formula for Young Children with Disabilities, New America, 

August 14, 2024 

Regenstein, Two dozen views on LCFF: Is California’s funding law working and what could improve it?, EdSource, May 

9, 2023 

https://www.pewtrusts.org/~/media/legacy/uploadedfiles/pcs_assets/2011/ECACbriefFINALpdf
http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/education/report/2011/07/13/9977/illinois-the-new-leader-in-education-reform/
http://www.erstrategies.org/library/restructuring_resources
http://www.erstrategies.org/library/restructuring_resources
https://educationcounsel.com/?publication=how-early-childhood-advisory-councils-can-succeed-in-gubernatorial-transitions
file:///C:/Users/Owner/Documents/Early%20Learning%20in%20State%20Fiscal%20Stabilization%20Fund%20Commitments
https://buildinitiative.org/resource-library/state-early-childhood-advisory-councils/
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/mar2018/effective-kindergarten-readiness-assessments
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/mar2018/effective-kindergarten-readiness-assessments
http://www.voices4kids.org/our-priorities/kids-count/illinois-kids-count-data-book/illinois-kids-count-2015/
http://www.voices4kids.org/our-priorities/kids-count/illinois-kids-count-data-book/illinois-kids-count-2015/
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2014/11/25/13regenstein.h34.html?cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS2
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/16591?author=Regenstein%2C+Elliot+M
https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/edcentral/how-states-are-strengthening-their-early-childhood-systems/
https://fordhaminstitute.org/national/commentary/science-reading-starts-birth
https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/edcentral/wyoming-considers-revamping-funding-formula-for-young-children-with-disabilities/
https://edsource.org/2023/two-dozen-views-on-lcff-is-californias-funding-law-working-and-what-could-improve-it/689707
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Regenstein, What K-12 Can Learn from Pre-K, Rick Hess Straight Up, Education Week, January 31, 2023 

Regenstein, Who Will Be the Voice for ECE In Your State Government?, New America, December 5, 2022 

Regenstein, Modernizing Data Systems Matters for Integrating Early Childhood Data, New America, June 27, 2022 

Regenstein and Patel, ECSA Governance Options Survey Results, Vermont Building Bright Futures, May 13, 2022; 

Regenstein and Patel, Vermont Child Care and Early Childhood Education Systems Analysis: What We’re Up to and 

Where We’re Heading, Vermont Building Bright Futures, December 6, 2021 

Regenstein, Build Back Better’s risks on early childhood education are manageable and outweighed by the benefits, Thomas 

B. Fordham Institute Flypaper Blog, December 14, 2021; and The Build Back Better plan would improve both pre-K 

and child care, Thomas B. Fordham Institute Flypaper Blog, December 10, 2021  

Regenstein and Strausz-Clark, We’re missing a staggering amount of information around early care and education – here’s 

why that needs to change, Bellwether Ahead of the Heard, March 2, 2021 

Regenstein and Strausz-Clark, How states can support parent choice for early learning, National Institute for Early 

Education Research, January 26, 2021 

Regenstein, Making Sense of Governance in Early Childhood, Education Commission of the States, July 20, 2020 

Goffin and Regenstein, Addressing Early Childhood Education’s Leadership Capacity Gap, New America, July 6, 

2020; The Practice of Leadership, New America, July 13, 2020; Next Steps: Increasing ECE’s Leadership Capacity, July 

20, 2020 

Regenstein and Strausz-Clark, Analysis: Restarting K-12 Schools Is Difficult Enough – Without Good Data About 

Their Students, It’s Much Harder for Pre-K.  States Must Do Better, the 74 Million, April 20, 2020 

Regenstein, Early Learning Is the Best Way to Close the Achievement Gap. 5 Reasons Districts Prefer to Play Catch-Up 

Instead, the 74 Million, March 25, 2019  

Regenstein, Boer, and Zavitkovsky, Analysis: Illinois Set Ambitious Goals for Student Outcomes Under ESSA That 

Just Won’t Work.  Here’s Why – and How States Can do Better, the 74 Million, February 13, 2019  

Regenstein, Achieving ESSA Goals Requires Investment in the Early Years, Alliance for Early Success blog, January 

18, 2019  

Daly and Regenstein, Can states help parents get un-muddled?, Thomas B. Fordham Institute Flypaper Blog, 

December 13, 2018  

Regenstein, Let’s make sure graduates actually know what’s in the state standards, Thomas B. Fordham Institute 

Flypaper Blog (Wonk-a-Thon entry), February 27, 2018  

Regenstein, Improving Early Childhood Learning with Better Data, Thomas B. Fordham Institute Flypaper Blog, 

August 25, 2017  

Regenstein, Connors, and Romero-Jurado, School Improvement Starts Before School, New America EdCentral Blog, 

May 30, 2017  

https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/opinion-what-k-12-can-learn-from-pre-k/2023/01
https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/edcentral/who-will-be-the-voice-for-ece-in-your-state-government/
https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/edcentral/modernizing-data-systems-matters-for-integrating-early-childhood-data/
https://buildingbrightfutures.org/ecsa-governance-options-survey-results/
https://buildingbrightfutures.org/vermont-child-care-and-early-childhood-education-systems-analysis/
https://buildingbrightfutures.org/vermont-child-care-and-early-childhood-education-systems-analysis/
https://fordhaminstitute.org/national/commentary/build-back-betters-risks-early-childhood-education-are-manageable-and
https://fordhaminstitute.org/national/commentary/build-back-better-plan-would-improve-both-pre-k-and-child-care
https://fordhaminstitute.org/national/commentary/build-back-better-plan-would-improve-both-pre-k-and-child-care
https://aheadoftheheard.org/were-missing-a-staggering-amount-of-information-around-early-care-and-education-heres-why-that-needs-to-change/
https://aheadoftheheard.org/were-missing-a-staggering-amount-of-information-around-early-care-and-education-heres-why-that-needs-to-change/
https://nieer.org/2021/01/26/how-states-can-support-parent-choice-for-early-learning
https://ednote.ecs.org/making-sense-of-governance-in-early-childhood/?utm_source=ECS+Subscribers&utm_campaign=dfb1ab0e07-Ed_Note_Daily&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1a2b00b930-dfb1ab0e07-53602535
https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/edcentral/ece-leadership-capacity-gap/
https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/edcentral/ece-leadership-capacity-gap2/
https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/edcentral/-ece-leadership-gap3/
https://www.the74million.org/article/analysis-restarting-k-12-schools-is-difficult-enough-without-good-data-about-their-students-its-much-harder-for-pre-k-states-must-do-better/?fbclid=IwAR3hgIzZsnQlglcr0GuJM2zkznqffCLD74Q62p1TPL0RaVWQ2dURQbINVa8
https://www.the74million.org/article/analysis-restarting-k-12-schools-is-difficult-enough-without-good-data-about-their-students-its-much-harder-for-pre-k-states-must-do-better/?fbclid=IwAR3hgIzZsnQlglcr0GuJM2zkznqffCLD74Q62p1TPL0RaVWQ2dURQbINVa8
https://www.the74million.org/article/regenstein-early-learning-is-the-best-way-to-close-the-achievement-gap-5-reasons-districts-prefer-to-play-catch-up-instead/?utm_source=The+74+Million+Newsletter&utm_campaign=14b797f3ae-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_03_22_08_24&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_077b986842-14b797f3ae-176103677
https://www.the74million.org/article/regenstein-early-learning-is-the-best-way-to-close-the-achievement-gap-5-reasons-districts-prefer-to-play-catch-up-instead/?utm_source=The+74+Million+Newsletter&utm_campaign=14b797f3ae-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_03_22_08_24&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_077b986842-14b797f3ae-176103677
https://www.the74million.org/article/analysis-illinois-set-ambitious-goals-for-student-outcomes-under-essa-that-just-wont-work-heres-why-and-how-states-can-do-better/?utm_source=The+74+Million+Newsletter&utm_campaign=67d20bc140-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_02_13_11_31&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_077b986842-67d20bc140-176103677
https://www.the74million.org/article/analysis-illinois-set-ambitious-goals-for-student-outcomes-under-essa-that-just-wont-work-heres-why-and-how-states-can-do-better/?utm_source=The+74+Million+Newsletter&utm_campaign=67d20bc140-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_02_13_11_31&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_077b986842-67d20bc140-176103677
http://earlysuccess.org/blog/achieving-essa-goals-requires-investment-early-years
https://edexcellence.net/articles/can-states-help-parents-get-un-muddled
https://edexcellence.net/articles/lets-make-sure-graduates-actually-know-whats-in-the-state-standards
https://edexcellence.net/articles/improving-early-childhood-learning-with-better-data
https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/edcentral/school-improvement-starts-school/


Elliot Regenstein Publications – As of May 2026 

 

  5 

 

Regenstein and Connors, School Improvement: Don’t wait until third grade, Flypaper Blog, April 21, 2017  

Regenstein, Proposed ESSA regulations shortchange early learning and violate the law's intention, Flypaper Blog, July 7, 

2016 

Regenstein, States: Don’t leave K-3 accountability behind under ESSA, Flypaper Blog, February 16, 2016  

Regenstein, Should State Funding Formulas Include Pre-K?, EdCentral Blog, December 14, 2015  

Regenstein, Building social capital: What schools can learn from Head Start programs, Flypaper Blog, July 13, 2015  

Regenstein, Maybe the Kids in the Sandbox Shouldn’t Always Get Along, Real Clear Education, March 31, 2015  

Interviews 

Aldeman, Access, Quality, and Alignment in Early Childhood Programs, Aldeman on Education, April 22, 2026 

Tusk, Where Education Matters Most, Firewall Podcast (on Apple and Spotify), February 26, 2026 

Loewenberg, Q&A with Elliot Regenstein About Improving State Early Childhood Systems, New America Blog, 

February 18, 2026 

Petrilli, Can states build coherent early childhood systems?, Fordham Institute Education Gadfly Show, February 11, 

2026 

Williams, 74 Interview: Elliot Regenstein on Writing an Education Reform Book That Doesn’t Alienate Teachers, February 

6, 2023 

Loewenberg, Q&A with Elliot Regenstein about Education Restated, New America EdCentral Blog, September 16, 

2022 

Petrilli & Griffith, Re-stating education: Not as modest as it sounds!, Fordham Institute Education Gadfly Show, 

September 13, 2022 

Petrilli & Griffith, Build Back Better’s big impact on pre-k and child care, Fordham Institute Education Gadfly 

Show, December 15, 2021 

https://edexcellence.net/articles/school-improvement-dont-wait-until-third-grade
https://edexcellence.net/articles/proposed-essa-regulations-shortchange-early-learning-and-violate-the-laws-intention
http://edexcellence.net/articles/states-don%E2%80%99t-leave-k%E2%80%933-accountability-behind-under-essa
https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/edcentral/state-funding-pre-k/
http://edexcellence.net/articles/building-social-capital-what-schools-can-learn-from-head-start-programs
http://www.realcleareducation.com/articles/2015/03/31/early_education_advocates_disagree_1181.html
https://www.chadaldeman.com/p/access-quality-and-alignment-in-early
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/where-education-matters-most/id1199693682?i=1000751724960
https://open.spotify.com/episode/6tWuzP8uq36WjpwOiclJCW
https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/edcentral/qa-with-elliot-regenstein-about-improving-state-early-childhood-systems/
https://fordhaminstitute.org/national/resources/can-states-build-coherent-early-childhood-systems-episode-1005-education-gadfly
https://www.the74million.org/article/elliot-regenstein-on-writing-an-ed-reform-book-that-doesnt-alienate-teachers/?utm_source=The+74+Million+Newsletter&utm_campaign=225822831a-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_07_27_07_47_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_077b986842-225822831a-176103677
https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/edcentral/qa-with-elliot-regenstein-about-education-restated/
https://fordhaminstitute.org/national/resources/education-gadfly-show-837-re-stating-education-not-modest-it-sounds
https://fordhaminstitute.org/national/resources/education-gadfly-show-799-build-back-betters-big-impact-pre-k-and-child-care

